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lv GENERAL WILSON ALSO BRIEFED ME LAST WEEK ON THE 
PROPOSED REORGANIZATION OF THE US AIR FORCES IN THE PACIFIC. 
HE PROVIDED SEVERAL ADDITIONAL DETAILS NOT COVERED IN 
REFTELS. THESE POINTS WERE: 

A. THE ELIMINATION OF FIFTH AIR FORCE PER SE HAS NOT 
YET BEEN DECIDED, AND IT COULD REMAIN AS A SKELETAL 
HEADQUARTERS, LARGELY IN NAME ONLY. 

B. WHETHER OR NOT THE FIFTH AIR FORCE IS ELIMINATED. 

ITS STAFF WILL BE CUT FROM ABOUT 280 TO 30, BUT THERE 
WOULD BE AN ENHANCEMENT OF THE MAC COMMAND AT YOKOTA, 
AND AN ADDITIONAL 70 PLUS PEOPLE ADDED TO THE 314TH 

AIR DIVISION IN KOREA. 

C. THE 314TH WOULD. WITH ITS ADDITIONAL STAFF. TAKE 
OVER THE PLANNING FUNCTIONS NOW PERFORMED BY FIFTH AIR 
FORCE. 
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2. THE COMMENTS IN REF B COVER MOST OF THE PROBLEMS AS 
I SEE THEM. WHILE THE ENHANCEMENT OF THE 314TH AIR 
DIVISION PLANNING CAPABILITIES IS AN ASSET IN KOREA, 

I AM PARTICULARLY CONCERNED BY TWO FACTORS. FIRST. 

THE ESSENTIAL INTERFACE BETWEEN JAPAN AND KOREA, NOW 
PERFORMED BY FIFTH AIR FORCE, WOULD BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED 
BY THIS REORGANIZATION. SECONDLY, AS NOTED IN REF B, 

THE KOREANS MIGHT BE CONCERNED ABOUT COMMAND AND CONTROL 
OF AIR FORCE ASSETS BEING SHIFTED TO THE PHILIPPINES 
SINCE THERE ALREADY CONCERN ABOUT COMMAND AND 
CONTROL BEING EXERCISED FROM JAPAN. 

3. I AM ALSO CONCERNED BY BOTH KOREAN AND JAPANESE 
REACTION TO THE ELIMINATION OR DISSOLUTION OF THE FIFTH 
AIR FORCE IN JAPAN. WE ALREADY HAVE A SEVERE CASE OF 

JITTERS IN KOREA REGARDING POSSIBILITY OF US MILITARY WITHDRAWAL FROM 

NORTHEAST ASIA INCLUDING KOREA, AND THIS ACTION WILL, I 

FEAR, TEND TO REINFORCE KOREAN DOUBTS ABOUT US STAYING 

POWER IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD. WHILE THE KOREANS 

HAVE OCCASIONAL DAY DREAMS ABOUT SHIFTING US MILITARY 

ASSETS FROM JAPAN TO CHEJU-DO, THEY STILL VIEW BASES 

IN JAPAN AS ESSENTIAL TO SUPPORT FOR MILITARY OPERATIONS 

IN KOREA IN RESPONSE TO A NORTH KOREAN ATTACK. THIS 

REMAINS AN AREA OF CRITICAL SENSITIVITY TO THE KOREANS, 

AND DOWNGRADING OF US MILITARY ROLE IN JAPAN WOULD RAISE 
NEW DOUBTS ABOUT AVAILABILITY OF US SUPPORT FROM JAPANESE 
BASES. 

4. FOR THESE REASONS, I WOULD SUPPORT AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN'S 
CASE FOR CONTINUATION OF TWO HEADQUARTERS RATHER THAN ONE, 

AND WOULD SUSPECT THAT MUCH OF THE MANPOWER SAVINGS 
CONTEMPLATED BY THE AIR FORCE WITH THIS REORGANIZATION 
COULD PROBABLY BE ACCOMPLISHED EVEN WITH RETENTION OF 
BOTH HEADQUARTERS. 
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